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Back to Church Time!

Another summer has
flown by more quickly
than wedd | i
hoping you all had a won-
derful, relaxing, and fun
filled summe
time for those of us

that have taken a break

to come ...

‘ g g { Coming Home Picnic September 11

Our annual barbeque picnic will be held on the
church lawn after services on  Sepfember 11.
It will be a beautiful sunny day, for sure! This

is the celebration we look forward to every

year to welcome everyone home from their
summer travels and the settling in to school,

. the joys of fall and regular |ife
HURCH ! hamburgers and hot dogs for everyone, and the rest of the fare will
come from potluck offerings of side dishes, salads and desserts.
We also ask everyone to bring their own dishes and silverware so
We all are very happy ~
that Nancy Buehler t her e 6 s -upaftervaree # you have a card table that could
has agreed to become be used, please bring it along or call Aletha 523 -6025 to pick it up
the church secretary. and return it for you on that day. Put the picnic on your calendar -A
Welcome! happy homecoming day!
Inside this issue: Wednesdays are Special 8 Choir for Songbirds and
b _______| .
The Vicaro| 2o o Bible Study for Everyone
It Takes a Family 3 Regular Wednesday Choir practice begins August 31, 5:30 -6:30 pm
Deaconds C| 3Je at St. Stephends. We have a wondéd
Vacation Bible School| 4 who would like to sing.
Photos 5
- Beginning September 14, Choir will be followed by Bible Study and
gﬁﬁgﬂ?r Worship °l] a light shared -fare supper in the Fireplace Room at 6:45 p.m.  Bible Study
Coffeo hour ~1 | is awonderful time of fellowship. We have a stimulating series of

Prayer Corner

September Celebratio

September Schedule

Videos from the Great Courses Teaching Library that we will use for

rr f u

starters, and some new ideas to explore for expanding
our study materials. Come when you can dwe share good
conversation and have a really nice time.




By Rev. Aletha Bonebrak

This painting has always haunted me. A richly detailed 2 x 3 foot copy of it now hangs just at
my right hand, although it is much dimmed by dirt and age. My parents bought it when they
were young and poor and it held a place of honor in every home they had. | am 70 years old. |
have been absorbed into this painting since | was a small child, for it draws me in to a world of
safety and love. You see, my grandfather was a commercial salmon fisherman whose people
came from the Orkney Islands and | believe my father saw himself, a simple man fed by the
simple love and teaching flowing patiently from father to child, for that is the kind of father

he was. The painting is called o0The Hel ping H
i ng one. l's it the father, or maybe heds the
and grow, or is it the child who thinks that she is really helping him row the boat. See how

hard she is concentrating on the job. He is rowing the boat but she is helping with utter faith

and devotion. In this she brings him joy. This is very like our relationship with Our Father.

Though our hands can hardly master the boat alone, we give him our devotion and trust, know-

ing he will keep his hand on the oars with ours, and we shall go the right way. Sometimes we

may even believe that we are rowing the boat with grown  -up strength, but if we look beside us,

he will still be there. He will be there as were those who loved us and fed us when we were

young, those who guided us toward helping others, those who grace our lives today. The Help-

ing Hand | see is always the hand of Our Lord beside you, making your hand strong to reach

out to others in compassion and in love. Remember this when you are asked to help fund our
shared mission of rebuilding the cathedral for the Haitians; the work of your hands will be-

come the work of their hands. It is the hand of God that guides us all.

The Vicaros Moment|é
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It Takes a Family...

I n our part of the world, summer has
accomplished most everything we attempted. As with all seasons, this summer was one
of transition. We celebrated marriages, baptisms, and our Lord has called some of our
faithful home. We have also welcomed new worshippers to our Sunday services.

It has become very apparent to me that one of the most successful decisions we as a church
family has made in recent years was to call Aletha to become our Vicar. She has served well beyond
her otpiamed status and has contributed greatly t
Godsend!

| have one concern that | need to share with the members of our vestry. My concern involves
meeting attendance or lack thereof. If you are a current vestry member and are reading this, you
know what your previous attendance has been. We frankly need your committed attendance and
esteemed participation at our monthly meetings. Please know that we do get regular attendance from
some of our vestry and for this | am very thankful. For all of us that are elected to this governing
church body, this is a position of responsibility. Please honor that position with your committed
participation.

Godods Peace to you all/l

Doug

Dear Friends at St. Stephens, Deacono0s
Well, it has been quite a spring and summer. Have missed you all. As most of you know my sister
broke her leg and required a lot of care as she was unable to put any weight on her left leg, which

was already paralyzed from polio. Her recovery has been difficult but she is finally able to get around more

easily. Not sure if you all are aware of a diagnosis called post polio syndrome. People who have had polio are
showing signs of increased weakness in later years in other areas of their bodies. More than that which comes
with "old age". She has been affected, so this situation has been pretty difficult. She has an amazing spirit,
lots of friends, lots of prayers, thanks to you and others, and an amazing faith. She says, "I'll be back!" She

now has a "Little Rascal" which is an automated chair to enable her to go get her mail and get out of the house
for "walks". She also has a Lifeline button to push should she need help and a wheelchair to get around the
house in. Thanks be to God she is on her way to recovery.

Although | missed you all and the beautiful summers in Baker City, | was blessed to spend time with Beverly
and my other sister, Charlotte. It has been many years since we were together for an extended period.

I have been blessed with a wonderful, understanding husband who was working hard in my absence and has
supported my efforts on behalf of my sister. He was blessed by having the community of St. Stephen's for
support during this time.

There are more challenges ahead with my Mom's Al zhei
lung cancer, but | know with God's grace we'll make it through. | ask for your understanding of our absences
and prayers for healing.  God's will be done.

God bless you all with peace and good health.

Peace, Connie
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Vacation Bible School Super Success

gather around in groups of four for crafts, snacks, mission stories and science experiments. At the other end of
the Parish Hall was a obiblicalé kitchen where the <ch

Honey to the communion table of the Feast of our Lord
ent 6 of Belraady rGod; Give happily to God; Believe fully in Jesus, Remember Jesus often, Cele-
brate God forever, and a Obible bited scripture, each of which
that was gathered with the others on a ring to go home with each child. All of the activities, including great

songs the kids learned, focused on the secret ingredient of the day.

We had an average of 12 children a day, not always the same due to family obligations, but they would come and go
and each had a full set of the bible bites shakers and a picture of themselves at the end. We served at least 16

told 0itds the bestod by the VBS travelers.

Three things were different about this yeards curricu
cially positive. One, the kids all stayed together in the various activities instead of rotating through stations sep-
arately in small groups, which made for more excitement and ideas, a richer experience for the littler children

and easier management by adults. Two, the science experiments were a great hit, lots of laughter and delight.

Three, the mission stories told during snacks taught the children what other children were doing to reach out to

the needy, asked each child to bring an ingredient for making communal granola, and on the last day creating and
packaging granola as a gift from the kids to be given out to our Bountiful Baskets families. It was very meaningful.

Many thanks to our leaders: Karen Zimmer for bible story dramas, Patty Shukle for the music and photography,
Nancy Rorick and Aletha Bonebrake for science experiments, Millie, Kemp and Thomas Larsen for crafts (and lots

of help with the science), Charlotte, Lena and Stella Bowers for snacks, Betty Palmer for the mission stories and
project design, and Heather Palmer -Johnson for mission support and for planning and managing fun outdoor recre-
ation, with help from Betty, Millie, Thomas and Kemp. | also want to thank Catherine Dodgens for her incredible

gift of homemade aprons and Nancy Buehler for decorating them with iron -on logos. And special thanks to Mike
Durgan for rounding up Obistrodé tables, Karen Zi mmer
funding snacks and the Womends Group for purchase of
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This yeards theme was Shake it Up Caf®, a wonderful mo

and what meaning they had for Godo6s people as He guide

children, ages onearlyd6 5 to 11, and many repeats from
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Photos on these two pages by

Patty Shukle and Karen Zimmer




St. Stephenos
September 2011

September 25

September 18

Date September 4 September 11
Time 9 AM 9 AM 9 AM 9 AM
Sunday
Service Holy Eucharist Il Morning Prayer I Holy Eucharist Il Morning Prayer I
Celebrant/ Rev. Aletha Rev. Aletha
Bonebrake Bonebrake
Sermon Doug Boone Doug Boone
Deacon Rev. Connie Boone Rev. Connie Boone
Worship Leader Mike Durgan Beth Bigelow
Lector/Greeter Keith McGonagill Molly Larsen Rob Palmer Sue Richard
.ﬂ 1 + T‘ )
Music Special Music: Combined Choir | € @&  Duet: Joel/Lynne . ¢ .,',?;St . Stglphen
Lynne / o /,,/
7 |9 i I
Altar Guild Karen Foglesong Karen Foglesong Patty Shukle/ Patty Shukle/
Molly Larsen Molly Larsen

Brigidds in the
September 2011

Date September 4 September 18

Time 11 AM 11 AM

Holy Eucharist Il

Service Holy Eucharist I
Celebrant/ Rev. Richard Thew Rev. Aletha Bonebrake
Sermon

Jay Phillips

Lay Leader Jay Phillips




@ Coffee Hour Hosts

September 4 Bruce & Katie Countryman

September 11 Church picnic potluck N\

September 18 Bruce & Katie Countryman

NA Meeting Times

Mondays 8 PM
Thursdays 8 PM
Fridays 8 PM
Saturdays 2 PM

AA Meeting Times

Mondays 12:05 i 1:05 pm

September 25 Kim Mosier/Charlie Tracy
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‘ Prayer Corner
A Fr. Ken & Sabra
Pray for one Crysler
another.
James 5:16

Lena Mae Hamilton
Jill Spofford
Ben Burroughs

Karen Combes
(John Shukl eds

rappy
f\rthday

==

Celebrations

September Birthdays

1 Gere Richardson

If you would like to have your name re-
moved from or added to the prayer list,
please call the church office at 541 -
523-4812 or contact Rev. Connie Boone.

Prayer Chain

" Beth Bigelow 856-3334
" Rev. Aletha Bonebrake 523-6025
" Rev. Connie Boone 523-4459
" Marian Brown 523-4991
" Keith McGonagill 523-9203
" Barbara Prowell 523-4813
" Sue Richard 523-7965
" Betty Palmer 523-4043
" Nancy Buehler 523-2293

2 Kadin Palmer
20 Terry McQuisten

3 Carol Gray

8 Stacy Ward

11 Heather Palmer - Johnson

13 Katherine Kemp

13 Karen Zimmer

16 Judy Durgan McKenzie

September Anniversaries
3 Tom & Barbara Taylor

11 Lynn & Sandy Pryse

21 Fred & Karen Zimmer

29 Dan & Terry McQuisten




St .

Stephends Episcopal Church

2177 1st Street
Mailing Address: 2130 2nd Street
Baker City, OR 97814

Phone: 541-523-4812
E-mail: st -stephens@qwestoffice.net

Address label here

St. Stephends is a welcomingcg
Please join us Sundays at 9 AM.
We miss you when you are not here.

Established 1873 by The Rev. Reuben Denton Nevius

September 4 Holy Eucharist @ 9 AM; Special music with Lynne; Sumpter @ 11 AM

September Schedule

September 6 Vestry Meeting @ 5:30 PM

September 7 Choir Practice @ 5:30 PM { o
September 11  Morning Prayer @ 9 AM; combined choir; Guitar Sunday @
September 14 Holy Cross Day; Choir Practice @ 5:30 PM; Bible study @ 6:45 PM

September 18 Holy Eucharist @ 9 AM; Joel/Lynne duet; Sumpter @ 11

September 21 Ember Day; Choir Practice @ 5:30 PM; Bible study @6:45 PM R |
13 L
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September25 Mor ni ng Prayer @ 9 AM; St. &+@phl

September 28 Choir Practice @ 5:30 PM; Bible study @ 6:45 PM




