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The Voice of  
St. Stephenõs 

The Voice of  St. Stephenõs 

The Voice of St. Stephenõs will 

take a summer break. The 

worship schedule is included 

for June only. There will be 

two one-page updates sent 

that will include the schedule 

for July and August. Please 

watch for these as there are 

a lot of things happening 

throughout the summer. Espe-

cially mark your calendars for 

a special service on Sunday, 

July 17 during Minerõs Jubilee. 

Enjoy your summer in our 

beautiful Baker Valley!  

Charlene Chase, Editor  
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Late breaking news! 

Bishop Nedi will 

UHRHS 4Sq 4SDOGDM½R 

June 18 &             
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Details to come. 
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We are reading extensively in John in the current church year, and I am smitten 

as always with his use of poetry and metaphor to describe the nature of Jesus, which is beyond our 

own reality. As I was preparing the sermon on The Good Shepherd I ran across this wonderful poem 

about how to approach and embrace poetry. It struck me as so very like the process of exegesis of 

scripture (teasing out the meaning of a passage) that I offer it to inspire your own approach to experi-

encing scripture. While this poem ends bluntly, it is no more than a warning for us to be careful that 

our need for clarity doesnõt slam the door on wonder..   

 

Introduction to Poetry, by Billy Collins  ( from The Apple that Astonished Paris , 1996) 

    I ask them to take a poem  

    and hold it up to the light  

    like a color slide                        

    or press an ear against its hive.  

    I say drop a mouse into a poem  

    and watch him probe his way out,        

    or walk inside the poem's room  

    and feel the walls for a light switch.  

    I want them to waterski  

    across the surface of a poem  

    waving at the author's name on the shore.  

    But all they want to do  

    is tie the poem to a chair with rope  

    and torture a confession out of it.  

    They begin beating it with a hose  

    to find out what it really means.  

 

Often in the Gospel of John the disciples don't understand a particular speech or act of Jesus' and 

the reader is told that the requisite knowledge, remembrance, or understanding will come later for 

them. So, John is telling us to immerse ourselves in the biblical language and metaphor, absorb it, and, 

in time, we will understand it. We all know that some kinds of truth stun us with their unexpected, im-

mediate appearance; others unfold over time as we gather the various pieces that, taken together, 

eventually form a discernible truth.  It is for us to open our minds to receive what might resonate in 

our souls, and to not torture each and every passage we read into submission .  

 

 

The Vicarõs Moment 



 3 

 

 

 I have been writing this  piece for our newsletter for the last fifteen years and have 

always used the title It Takes a Family.  This refers to the fact that this church parish 

functions much like an extended family. This term family  has always been used as a high 

compliment. I have never given much thought into what it really refers to, however, lately it has 

been much on my mind. Iõve come to realize that in so many ways the family unit is really at the center of our 

universe. 

 For better or worse, our families influence practically everything we as individuals do. Itõs just not 

humans that respond this way, but many other members of the animal kingdom. Try to imagine the family 

influence on the following examples: elephants, lions, a wolf pack, beavers, river otters, and orcas. In every 

case these groups form long -lasting family units that may contain as many as three generations of family 

members that play and work together for the common good of the extended clan. Family relationships provide 

the glue that holds individuals together. Families become clans, clans become villages, and villages become 

nations.  

 Strong family ties provide cohesiveness that works for the protection of both the young and the old. 

Much of who we are, both positive and negative, we learn or inherit from our parents. The important thing is 

what we do with what we have thatõs important. 

 Family is hugely important, Unfortunately, most of us do not realize this until late in life. The sooner 

we realize the total importance of our families, the sooner we can deal with this tremendous asset in positive 

ways. As Christians, the head of our family is God. It is extremely important to listen to, and to learn from, 

the teachings of our Heavenly Father. Godõs grace toward us justifies our faith in God. We should be so 

fortunate as family members.  

       Doug 

       
Dear Lord, 

I thank You for this day, I thank You for my being able to see and to hear this morning. Iõm 
blessed because You are a forgiving God and an understanding God. You have done so 
much for me and You keep on blessing me.  Forgive me this day for everything I have done, 
said or thought that was not pleasing to you. I ask now for Your forgiveness. 

Please keep me safe from all danger and harmé help me to start this day with a new attitude and plenty of 
gratitude. Let me make the best of each and every day to clear my mind so that I can hear from You.  

Please broaden my mind that I can accept all things. Let me not whine or whimper over things which I have 
no control.  Give me the best response when Iõm pushed beyond my limits. 

I know that when I canõt pray, You listen to my heart.  

Continue to use me to do your will. Continue to bless me that I may be a blessing to others. Keep me strong 
that I may help the weakéKeep me uplifted that I may have words of encouragement for others.  I pray for 
those that are lost and canõt find their way.  I pray for those that are misjudged and misunderstood. I pray for 
those who donõt know You intimately. I pray for those that donõt believe. But I thank You that I believe that 
God changes people and God changes things.  

I pray for all my brothers and sisters and children, for each and every member of their households; that they 
are out of debt and all their needs are met.  I pray that every eye that reads this knows there is no problem, 
circumstance or situation greater than God. Every battle is in Your hands for You to fight.  I pray that these 
words be received into the hearts of every eye that sees it in Jesusõ name. Amen.   (Author Unknown) 

May you have a wonderful and blessed summer. 

       Connie 

It Takes a Family...  

Deaconõs Corner 
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St. Stephenõs Worship Schedule 

June 2011 

Date  

Time 

June 5  

9 AM  

June 12  

9 AM  

        June 19  

       9 AM  

June 26  

9 AM  

Sunday Easter 7  Pentecost  Trinity Sunday  Pentecost 2  

Service  Holy Eucharist II  Morning Prayer II  Holy Eucharist II  Morning Prayer II  

Celebrant/  

Sermon 

Rev. Aletha    

Bonebrake 

 

Doug Boone 

Rev. Aletha Bonebrake   

Doug Boone 

Deacon 

Worship Leader  

Rev. Connie Boone  

Beth Bigelow  

 

Doug Boone 

 

Mike Durgan  

Lector/Greeter 

Acolyte  

Sue Richard  Molly Larsen  Rob Palmer    

Mike Durgan  

Nancy Buehler  

Music   Choir    

Altar Guild  Patty Shukle  Patty Shukle  Karen Zimmer  Karen Zimmer  

St. Brigidõs in the Pines Worship Schedule 

June 2011 

Date  

Time 

June 5  

11 AM  

 June 19  

11 AM  

Sunday Easter 7   Trinity Sunday  

Service  Holy Eucharist II   Holy Eucharist II  

Celebrant/Sermon  Rev. Richard Thew  Rev. Aletha Bonebrake  

Lay Leader  Jay Phillips   Jay Phillips  

Bishop Nedi will 

be at St. Brigidõs 

June 19th  

Bishop Nedi will be at St. Stephenõs  June 18th  
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Somethingõs Cooking for the Kids at VBS this Summer            

July 25 ñ29, 2011  

 

Vacation Bible School theme this year is the Shake -It -Up Café.  It will be an 

engaging five days of bible stories, games, crafts, snacks, music and drama or-

ganized around a cooking theme that our volunteers provide for our own and 

any neighborhood children who wish to come. The Womenõs Group is purchasing 

all the materials for the program and the Menõs Group supplies the foodstuffs for the theme-based snacks. 

In this kid -friendly café full of chef's hats and aprons, pots and pans, checkered tablecloths, and chalkboard 

menus the kids will explore the Bible as an exciting cookbook filled with recipes for living out God's Word. 

Through interactive lessons, that are easy for kids to apply to their lives today, boys and girls will celebrate bib-

lical festivals that reveal ingredients for being a follower of God.  

 

By celebrating biblical festivals, one each day,  they will:  

¶ Be ready for God  (Israelites Celebrate Passover)  

¶ Give happily to God  (Festival Celebrations for the Israelites)  

¶ Believe fully in Jesus  (Jesus Celebrates the Festival of Booths)  

¶ Remember Jesus often (Jesus Celebrates Passover)   

¶ Celebrate God forever  (Celebrating the Festival of Weeks and Pentecost)  

One fun station the kids will visit is a food science lab where they will do an experiment every day that is related 

to a Christian theme.  For example, on day 2, on the theme of giving, here are two activities:  

 

Harvest in a Snap  

Using a balloon, kids will have a blast rubbing it on their hair to create static electricity and then seeing whether 

or not it can lift sugar and pepper off a plate.  

 

Carryout Connection: In the day's Bible story, God asks that we not take everything for ourselves but give to 

those less fortunate. Giving to other can become a snap, just like it is when the pepper is harvested with the bal-

loon, leaving the sugar behind for others.  

 

Giving a Lift  

A cool reaction will be made when vinegar is added to baking soda and water, but then a true lesson will be re-

vealed when popcorn kernels are added after.  

 

Carryout Connection: The secret ingredient of this day is to give happily. God wants us to give always. Just like 

the bubbles keep lifting up the kernels when they sink, we have to give again and again to lift up our neighbors in 

need. 

 

Itõs a very rich curriculum and lots of fun.  Anyone who wants to help is welcome!  I will be calling around to build 

a team ð everyone has been so generous in the past. As always, many hands make light work and I thank you all.   

          Rev. Aletha .   
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Outreach for Hunger  

The Bountiful Baskets outreach program which began in January is now in full gear, providing fresh 

fruits and vegetables bi -weekly to nine family 

groups in Baker City and Haines, for a total of 

at least 55 people, of which 36 are children.  It 

has been funded for an entire year with a grant 

of $800 from the Diocese, a gift of $150 from 

the Community Choir in gratitude for use of St. 

Stephenõs for a performance, and a grant of 

$2,000 from the High School Community 101 

program to teach charitable giving, funded by 

the Oregon Community Foundation.  On May 17, 

Joel Bigelow, Mike Chase and Aletha Bonebrake 

attended a ceremony at the school to receive 

the grant award. Pictured are Michael Chase, Aletha Bonebrake, Joel Bigelow, Cammy Warner (teacher 

of the class), Rachel Streifel, Abby Smith, and Emily Smith.  

Each basket of fruits and vegetables costs $15.00 and has a market value of $50 or so. This tremen-

dous savings is possible because the program is all volunteer at every stage.  

We are trying to build up a fund for next year with regular donations from our church family.  Several 

people have already begun giving a monthly donation, which will be held in escrow for 2012.  If you 

would like to help continue this program, please consider a monthly donation, either in the plate or sent 

to the church office.  We will track it faithfully for tax purposes.  

We are also now delivering bread to the families every week under an arrangement Mike Chase devel-

oped with Safeway and the Oregon Food Bank to distribute their out -of -date breadstuffs, which often 

includes cakes, cookies and pies that are a special treat for the families.  When we have large amounts, 

we also stock the bread freezer at St. Francis de Sales Food Bank and give bread to the weekend 

backpack program begun at the Presbyterian Church and the Alternative School in Haines, where kids 

often arrive at school hungry.  

All the distributions are managed by the team of Mike Chase, Aletha Bonebrake, Joel Bigelow and Julie 

Johnson. 

The Presbyterianõs Weekend Backpack Program, also begun this year, is looking to expand from serving 

needy Middle School students and their families to having a different church adopt one of the three 

elementary schools.  St. Stephenõs is planning to be a partner in this program when school resumes.  It 

consists of gathering canned and boxed foodstuffs at the church and then placing them in backpacks 

for needy students to take home for the weekend.  Sometimes, this is all the food the children have.  

Donations can be brought any time so we can begin to build up a store in advance of September. There 

will be a donation box at the back of the church.  

We are all blessed to have the abundance to share.  
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Coffee Hour Hosts  

June 5    Last Menõs Breakfast for summer 

June 12    Beth Bigelow   August 7  Julie Johnson  

June 19   Nancy Buehler   August 14 Phil & Lynne Burroughs  

June 26   Connie Boone  August 21 Hazel Hansen/Geri Oster  

July 3     Mary & Jim Tomlinson  August 28 Katy/Bruce Countryman  

July 10    Patty & John Shukle  

July 17    Shameron Skeels  

July 24    Sue Richard  

July 31   Nancy Buehler   

NA Meeting Times  

 

 Mondays 8 PM 

 Thursdays  8 PM 

 Fridays  8 PM 

 Saturdays  2 PM 

AA Meeting Times  

Mondays 12:05 ñ1:05 pm  

 

  

 

 

Pray for one  another. 
James 5:16 

¨ Marian Brown  

 ̈Lena Mae Hamilton  

 ̈Jill Spofford  

 ̈Si Saunders  

 ̈Ben Burroughs 

 ̈Karen Combes  

 ̈Fr. Ken & Sabra Crysler  

 

June 17 Fred/Cammy Warner  

June 20 Joel/Beth Bigelow  

June 22 Fred/Barbara Warner  

June 22 Phil/Lynne Burroughs  

June 22 Jay/Barbara Phillips  

July 14 Joel/Gere Richardson  

August 27 Tim/Gloria Sheehy

  

Prayer Chain  

If you would like to have your name re-

moved from or added to the prayer list, 

please call the church office at 541 -

523 -4812 or contact Rev. Connie Boone.  

¨ Beth Bigelow   856 -3334  

¨ Rev. Aletha Bonebrake  523 -6025  

¨ Rev. Connie Boone  523 -4459  

¨ Marian Brown   523 -4991 

¨ Keith McGonagill   523 -9203  

¨ Barbara Prowell   523 -4813 

¨ Sue Richard    523 -7965  

¨ Betty Palmer   523 -4043  

¨ Nancy Buehler   523 -2293  

 
Celebrations  

Birthdays  

June 5  Kim Countryman  

June 12  Barbara Prowell  

June 14  Carol Tone  

June 20  Courtney Warner  

June 24  Tammy Smietana  

June 30  Lexie Johnson  

July 2  Kelly Porter  

July 2  George Burns  

Anniversaries  

 

 

 

  

July 3  Gloria Sheehy  

July 11  Steve Palmer  

July 14  Jake Calloway  

July 18  Luke Tracy  

July 24  Samantha Apple  

July 25  Cammy Warner  

August 7  John Maynard  

August 9  Rob Palmer  

August 12 Chellie Smietana  

August 14  Hazel Hansen  

August 16  Casey Palmer  

August 18  Sara Countryman  

August 26  Aaron Warner  

August 27  Marian Brown  
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St. Stephenõs Episcopal Church 

2177 1st Street  

Mailing Address: 2130 2nd Street  

Baker City, OR 97814  

Phone: 541-523 -4812 

E-mail: st -stephens@qwestoffice.net  

Address label here  

St. Stephenõs is a welcoming community of faith.  

Please join us Sundays at 9 AM.                                

We miss you when you are not here. 
Established 1873 by The Rev. Reuben Denton Nevius 

 June Schedule  

June 5  Holy Eucharist @ 9 AM; Last Menõs Breakfast for summer; Sumpter @ 11 AM  

June 7 Vestry Meeting @ 5:30 PM  

June 12 Morning Prayer @ 9 AM  

June 18 Bishop Nediõs visit to St. Stephenõs (Details to come)  

June 19 Holy Eucharist @ 9 AM; Sumpter @ 11 ñBishop Nediõs visit; Fatherõs Day 

June 26 Morning Prayer @ 9 AM  

Other Summer Dates  

July 17  Morning service in the park @ 9 AM; Collection of food/money  

  for hungry  

July 25 ñ29 Vacation Bible School  

    

Minerõs Jubilee 

July 15 ñ17 

4th of July  


